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Here is the New York Times and international best seller, revised and expanded with a new

afterword. This is the essential update of Fareed Zakaria's analysis about America and its shifting

position in world affairs. The Post-American World pointed to the rise of the rest - the growth of

countries China, India, Brazil, and others - as the great story of our time, the story that will

undoubtedly shape the future of global power. Since its publication, the trends Zakaria identified

have proceeded faster than anyone could have anticipated. The 2008 financial crisis turned the

world upside down, stalling the United States and other advanced economies. Meanwhile, emerging

markets have surged ahead, coupling their economic growth with pride, nationalism, and a

determination to shape their own future. In this new edition, Zakaria makes sense of this rapidly

changing landscape. With his customary lucidity, insight, and imagination, he draws on lessons from

the two great power shifts of the past 500 years - the rise of the Western world and the rise of the

United States - to tell us what we can expect from the third shift, the rise of the rest. The great

challenge for Britain was economic decline. The challenge for America now is political decline, for

as others have grown in importance, the central role of the United States, especially in the

ascendant emerging markets, has already begun to shrink. As Zakaria eloquently argues,

Washington needs to begin a serious transformation of its global strategy, moving from its traditional

role of dominating hegemon to that of a more pragmatic, honest broker. It must seek to share

power, create coalitions, build legitimacy, and define the global agenda - all formidable tasks. None

of this will be easy for the greatest power the world has ever known - the only power that for so long

has really mattered. America stands at a crossroads. In a new global era in which the United States

no longer dominates the worldwide economy, orchestrates geopolitics, or overwhelms cultures, can

the nation continue to thrive?
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Mr. Zakaria has written a short primer (250+ pages of text) about where the world is today and the

role he sees the United States playing in the future. His assessment, for the most part, is fair,

balanced and nonpartisan. And though the title of his treatise--The Post-American World--sounds

pessimistic, in reality Mr. Zakaria sees the glass half full.The principal weakness of the book is a

product of its brevity: the author paints in broad strokes, providing a sweeping assessment of the

dynamic changes that have unfolded on the world scene over the past twenty-five years. This

invariably results in some over-generalizations and assessments that are not sufficiently nuanced.

For example, in responding to concerns about China's growing power and influence, he quotes

several Chinese officials who repeatedly reassure the listener that, notwithstanding its recent

advances, China still lags behind the United States in so many areas; consequently, it poses no real

threat to America or its neighbors. Instead of taking these sentiments at face value, Mr. Zakaria

should remember, as Margaret Macmillan astutely noted in her recent book, "Nixon and Mao: The

Week That Changed the World," that the Chinese are the past masters at using self-effacement to

lure their adversaries into a state of complacency.The greatest strengths of the book are explaining

to the reader how much the world has changed over the past 25 years (did you know that China

now exports more goods and services in a single day than it did in all of 1978?), while illuminating

the course corrections the United States needs to make so that it can continue to influence the

evolution of globalization.

The Post-American World: Release 2.0 by Fareed Zakaria"The Post-American World" is the

insightful book about world affairs and America's role. The author makes compelling arguments that

it is the "rise of the rest" and not America's decline at the heart of this global era. This 336-page

book is composed of the following seven chapters: 1. The Rise of the Rest, 2. The Cup Runneth

Over, 3. A Non-Western World? 4. The Challenger, 5. The Ally, 6. American Power and 7. American

Purpose.Positives:1. Well-written and well-researched book.2. Accessible book for the masses.3. A

fascinating topic in the hands of a master.4. An even-handed book. Mr. Zakaria is fair.5. Engaging



prose that offers countless anecdotes and interesting facts.6. A lot of misconceptions put to rest:

"Poverty is falling in countries housing 80 percent of the world's population". "War and organized

violence have declined dramatically over the last two decades".7. Economics in an enlightening

manner, "It was not the Great Depression that brought the Nazis to power in Germany but rather

hyperinflation, which destroyed the middle class by making its savings worthless".8. The three

forces that impact the global international environment: politics, economics, and technology.9. The

impact of global growth on natural resources and the environment.10. Fascinating facts throughout

the book,"from 2003 to 2020, the number of vehicles in China will rise from 26 million to 120 million".

Wow.11. Does a great job of explaining the various challenges facing the planet.12. What the global

economy has turned into...13. National debt at the heart of our problem. $14 trillion...14. Interesting

history.15. How our world is shrinking.
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